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Jacksonville Waterways Commission

Aaron Bowman, Chair

NON-MOTORIZED SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES-amended
Tuesday, January 10, 2017
Conference Room A
9:00 a.m.

The Subcommittee Chair, Council Member Anna Lopez Brosche, called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.
In attendance: Council Member Anna Lopez Brosche (Chair), Commissioners Steve Swann (Vice Chair), Marshall Adkison; Waterways Commissioner Ralph Hodges; Waterways Coordinator/Dock Master Captain Jim Suber; Assistant General Counsel Paige Johnston; Jessica Baker, Mayor’s Office; Legislative Assistants Jessica Matthews and Samantha Lane; Bob Skalitzky, Parks, Recreation & Community Services Department, Natural and Marine Resources Division;  John J. Jackson, Council Research Division.  See attached sign-in sheet for additional attendees.
On a motion made by Commissioner Swann and seconded by Commissioner Adkison, the Subcommittee voted to approved the minutes for the November 9, 2016 and December 13, 2016 meetings.

The Chair reviewed the previous meeting’s discussion identifying and prioritizing potential additional activities for the 8 geographic zones that were identified.  

Agustin Ayala, representing Jax Paddle Sports, explained why he wanted to be involved in the efforts to reactivate the river.  He described the kayaking programs that his organization, the only mobile outfitters in the area, offers to meet an increasing interest in kayaking.

Peter King, representing the Jacksonville Rowing Club, commented on the rowing community.

Mr. Ayala explained that his kayakers avoided the river due to the strong currents.  Kayakers preferred coves, creeks and the beaches.  

Commissioner Marshall Atkison said that he is working on the development of an app that could indicate the status of the river’s currents.  He asked Assistant General Counsel Paige Johnston if there were any problems with private vendors using public boat ramps. Captain Jim Suber explained that there would not be a problem per se but that there would be a problem if a vender was using a public boat ramp for commercial purposes.
James Taylor, representing the University of North Florida Environmental Center, explained why he felt it imperative to have paddle trail guides that could enable paddle boarders to identify trails.

Bob Skalitzky, Chief, Natural and Marine Resources Division, Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department, distributed the maps of the 8 geographic zones that Brian Burket had created.  The maps depicted the public access facilities and private waterways facilities in each of the 8 respective zones.
A discussion ensued on an inventory of facilities – the assets that we already have and the potential for additional facilities.  Peter King commented that non-motorized trails need to be identified.

Commissioner Steve Swann asked if the City designated a park site as a kayak launch, does that particular site have to be ADA accessible?  Bob Skalitzky explained that if you made improvements to the site to upgrade it, then you are required to make it ADA accessible.

A boat ramp at Mayport was cited as an example.  The boat ramp itself was ADA compliant, but would not be ADA compliant as a kayak launch.
Lois Smokes, representing the Disabled Services Division, Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department, indicated that she had taken note of the ADA-related questions raised, would take them back to the Division Chief, Kevin McDaniel, and get back to Commissioner Swann and the panel with answers.
The Chair asked how do we now proceed with marketing and communicating the inventory of assets that we already have.  She wants the Subcommittee to study the maps and then come back with suggestions.
James Taylor inquired who would be doing the communicating? Would it be the City, Visit Jax or some other entity or a private vendor?  The Chair indicated that it could be a range of entities.

On the question of communicating, Council President Lori Boyer commented on the City’s web page and that she is working with Council Director Cheryl Brown on developing a new City web page for internal use that would communicate the inventory of assets that we have.  Mrs. Boyer reported that she is working with Joshua Schwartz who is developing an app.  Mr. Schwartz has already conferred with the Downtown Investment Authority (DIA), Parks & Rec, and others.

When the Maritime Management Plan was referenced, Mrs. Boyer explained that the Maritime Management Plan’s work will soon be winding down and that we have to look beyond the recommendations that will emerge.

The Council President said that she envisions our river and creeks having markers similar to the markers on the national parks’ trails that indicated where you were going and how to get back, where there were good, safe spots that provided shelter in the event of an approaching storm forcing you out of the water.

The Chair, Council Member Brosche, felt that this discussion provides us with a good opportunity to define routes and trails.   We should focus on this and on communicating with the people that might not be that familiar with the waterways for kayaking and paddle boarding.

After a brief discussion on the matter, the Chair announced that kayak fishing would be added to our list of non-motorized activities.

In summarizing the meeting, the Chair concluded that we have defined non-motorized activities, we now have a map depicting the zones, and we now need to be able to connect the zones.


In Public Comment, John Nooney commented on the Riverside Art Market floating dock and the need and potential for a kayak launch at the Duval County School Board property that abuts the river; he reported that when he attended a recent School Board meeting, he discerned that the School Board was supportive of the kayak launch.
There being no further business, the Subcommittee meeting was adjourned at 9:58 a.m.
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